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Week of December 17, 1990 


THE EMPLOYMENT SITUATION: NOVEMBER 1990 


WASHINGTON--Unemployment increased in November for black 
men, women and teens, according to the U.S. Labor Department's 
Bureau of Labor Statistics. The overall rate for blacks went 
from October's 11.8 percent to 12.4 percent in November. 


Joblessness for black men grew from 11.3 percent in October 
to 11.5 percent. For black women, the unemployment rate grew 
from 9.7 to 10.2 percent, and for black teens, the rate grew 
dramatically, from 31.8 percent in October to 35.8 percent in 
November. Black teen women had the highest rate of unemployment 
at 38.5 percent, up from October's 33.1 percent. Black teen men 
had a jobless rate of 33.5 percent in November, up from 30.7 
percent in October. 


Overall, employment fell sharply in November and 
unemployment rose. The civilian worker unemployment rate 
increased from 5.7 to 5.9 percent. 


Nonfarm payroll employment declined by 265,000, as 
manufacturing, construction, and retail trade were particularly 
hard hit. The household survey reflected similar weakness, with a 
decline of 450,000 in November. 


Unemployment (Household Survey Data) 


The number of unemployed persons rose about 300,000 to 7.4 
million in November, and the civilian worker unemployment rate 
increased to 5.9 percent. It had been 5.7 percent in both 
September and October and was 5.2 percent as recently as June. 
November's unemployment rate was the highest since October 1987, 
when it was 6.0 percent. 


Most of the increase in joblessness in November occurred among 
adult men. Their unemployment rate rose by 0.3 percentage point to 
5.4 percent and has been trending upward since midyear. 
Unemployment rates for other major worker groups in November-~-adult 
women (5.1 percent), teenagers (16.5 percent), whites (5.1 
percent), blacks (12.4 percent), and Hispanics (8.6 percent) --were 
also generally up in recent months. 


Reflecting the escalating pace of factory job cutbacks, the 
unemployment rate for manufacturing workers rose nearly a 
percentage point in November, to 6.6 percent. The rate for 
construction workers, which has been inching up for several months, 
reached 13.6 percent. 
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The number of job losers, who now make up more than half of 
the unemployed, increased by almost 300,000 over the month and was 
nearly 700,000 higher than in June. November's increase resulted 
from a rise in both the number of permanent job losers and those 
who expected to be recalled from layoff. Increases occurred in 
both the newly unemployed--those jobless for less than 5 weeks--and 
in the very long-term unemployed--those jobless for 27 weeks or 
longer. The number of workers who would prefer full-time work but 
were employed part time due to slack work increased by nearly 
200,000. 


Civilian Employment and the Labor Force (Household Survey Data) 


Total civilian employment declined by 450,000 to 117.3 million 
in November and has been trending downward since June. Employment 
among teenagers has been declining even longer--since March--and 
continued to trend downward in November. Most of the 
over-the-month losses were attributable to adult women. The 
proportion of the working-age population that is employed (the 
employment-population ratio) was 62.1 percent in November. This 
ratio had been holding at around 63.0 percent in 1989 and in the 
first half of 1990. 


The civilian labor force was little changed at 124.6 million. 
As the working-age population continued to increase, the labor 
force participation rate edged down to 66.0 percent in November and 
is down by more than half a percentage point since May. Most of 
this decline in participation has occurred among teenagers, but 
there has also been a small reduction among adult women, whose 
participation rate has been trending upward historically. 


Industry Payroll Employment (Establishment Survey Data) 


Nonfarm payroll employment showed marked deterioration in 
November with a decline of 265,000. This came on the heels of a 
drop of 180,000 for October, as revised. Exceptionally large job 
losses occurred in manufacturing, particularly in durable goods. 
Also, construction and retail trade had substantial declines for 
the second month in a row, and weakness was evident in most other 
industries. Only mining and the services industry added jobs over 
the month. 
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The decline in manufacturing totaled 200,000, as reductions 
were widespread throughout the industry. The largest decline 
occurred in motor vehicle manufacturing, where employment had been 
inching down since July. November's drop in this industry (55,000) 
reflected the temporary shutdowns of plants to avoid excessive 
inventory buildup. Employment also fell in several other 
industries that supply materials for auto manufacturing such 
as fabricated metals, rubber and plastics, and apparel and other 
textile products. Elsewhere in manufacturing, employment decreased 
substantially in industrial machinery and electronic equipment, 
about 15,000 each, and in industries tied to the slumping 
construction industry such as lumber and furniture. In total, 
manufacturing has now lost more than three-quarters of a million 
jobs since the peak level of January 1989. 


The construction industry, which has been trending downward 
since spring, lost 60,000 jobs in November, following an even 
larger drop in October. In the last 6 months, the industry has 
shed about a quarter of a million jobs, with general building 
contractors (particularly residential) suffering disproportionately 
large losses. In mining, there was a 5,000 job gain in November, 
mainly in oil and gas extraction, which is reacting to the rise in 
fuel prices. 


Widespread weakness was also evident in the service-producing 
sector. Seasonal hirings have been far short of normal in retail 
trade this fall. In November, employment in the industry fell by 
70,000, after seasonal adjustment, following a drop of 55,000 in 
October; general merchandise stores accounted for the bulk of the 
declines. Employment also fell in wholesale trade and in finance, 
insurance, and real estate. Job losses in wholesale trade, which 
is closely tied to manufacturing and construction, have totaled 
40,000 since August. 


Employment in the services industry rose by 80,000 in 
November, with gains confined principally to health services and 
social services. Business services, which has been especially weak 
since June, declined by about 20,000 over the month. 


Weekly Hours (Establishment Survey Data) 


The average workweek for production or nonsupervisory workers 
on private nonfarm payrolls rose by 0.2 hour in November to 34.4 
hours, seasonally adjusted, but this followed a decline of 0.5 hour 
in October. The manufacturing workweek decreased by 0.2 hour to 
40.5 hours, and factory overtime edged down 0.1 hour to 3.5 hours. 
The factory workweek has declined by half an hour since September. 


-more~- 
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The index of aggregate weekly hours of private production or 
nonsupervisory workers was little changed in November at 123.4 
(1982=100), seasonally adjusted. The index for manufacturing, at 
103.6, declined by 1.8 percent over the month, reflecting the drops 
in both employment and hours. This index has fallen by 3.9 percent 
over the past year. 


Hourly and Weekly Earnings (Establishment Survey Data) 


Average hourly earnings of production or nonsupervisory 
workers on private nonfarm payrolls were essentially unchanged in 
November. Average weekly earnings rose by 0.7 percent, seasonally 
adjusted, as a result of the partial rebound in hours. Prior to 
seasonal adjustment, average weekly earnings edged down to $348.49. 
Over the year, average hourly earnings increased by 3.6 percent and 
average weekly earnings by 3.0 percent. 


-more~ 
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HOUSEHOLD DATA 


Table A-3. Employment status of the civilian population by race, sex, age, and Hispanic origin 


(Numbers in thousands) 


Employment status, race, sex, age, and 


Hispanic ongin 


1990 


Nov. 
1989 





Aug Sept Oct 
1990 1990 1990 





Civilian noninstitutional population ... 
Civilian labor force .. pedi 
Participation rate 
Employed ... 


Employment- population ra ratio” 


Unempioyed 
Unemployment rate . 


Civilian labor force ............. 
Participation rate 4 


Empioyment-population ratio’ ....... 


Both sexes, 16 to 19 years 


Civilian labor force . 
Participation rate .. 
Employed . 
—- > pence ratio’ 
Unemployed .. 


E 


mployed 
Employment-popuilation ratio’ 
Unemployed " 
Unemployment rate . 


Civilian labor force .. 
Participation rate 
Employed .. 


Employment. -population ratio? 


Unemployed 
Unemployment rate 


Women, 20 years and over 


Civilian labor force 
Participation rate 
Employed 
Empioyment- -population ratio’ 
Unemployed 
Unemployment rate 


Civilian labor force . 
Participation rate .. 
Employed 
Employment- population: raiio* 
Unemployed .. 
Unemployment rate 
Men . 
Women ......... 


See footnotes at end of table 


Both sexes, 16 to 19 years 


Men, itsmmnanmenie 


Men, iteatmacesomned 


160,717 
107,362 
66.8 
102,452 
63.7 
4,910 
46 


+ 56,119 
78.3 
53,900 
75.2 
2,219 
40 


45,302 
58.0 
43,441 
55.7 


1,862 | 


160,831 
107,013 
66.5 
101,739 
63.3 
5,274 
49 


56,101 | 


78.2 
53,536 
74.6 
2,565 


46 | 


45,098 
57.7 
43,210 
55.3 


1,888 
4.2 | 


21,417 | 
13,608 | 
63.5 | 
11,969 | 
55.9 | 


1,639 
12.0 


6,348 
74.3 
5,637 
66.0 
711 
11.2 


6,452 
60.2 
5,808 
54.2 
644 
10.0 


809 
37.5 
524 
24.3 
285 
35.2 
33.1 
37.7 


159,736 
106,834 
66.9 
101,991 
63.8 
4,843 
45 


55,676 
78.5 | 


- 53,482 


75.4 
2,194 
3.9 


44,360 | 
57.3 
42,586 
55.0 

1,774 | 

4.0 | 


21,136 | 
13,576 


1,622 
11.9 


6,247 
74.2 
5,587 
66.4 
660 
10.6 


6,373 
60.4 
5,722 
54.2 
651 
10.2 


956 
44.0 
645 
29.7 
311 
32.5 
32.3 
32.7 





——+- — 


160,550 
107,135 


160,717 | 
107,238 
66.7 | 
| 102,013 
63.5 
5,225 | 
4.9 


56,111 | 
78.3 
53,632 | 
74.8 | 
2,479 | 

44 


44,888 


55.1 | 


42) 


6,239 
56.9 


49.0 | 
869 | 
13.9 | 
14.8 | 


| 





| 
| 


21,388 | 21,417 
13,493 
63.1 
11,903 
55.7 
1,590 
11.8 








6,351 
743 | 
5,631 | 
65.8 
721 | 
11.3 


6,335 
59.2 
5,722 
53.5 
613 
9.7 


807 
37.9 
550 
25.8 
257 
31.8 
30.7 
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HOUSEHOLD DATA 
Table A-13. Employment status of the civilian population for eleven large States 
(Numbers in thousands) 


Not seasonally adjusted 





ans Nov Oct. Nov 
1989 1990 1990 


2 


HOUSEHOLD DATA 








California 


Civilian noninstitutional population 











Unemployment rate 
Ohio 


Civilian noninstitutional population 
Civilian labor force 
Employed .. 
Unemployed , 
Unemployment rate 


See footnotes at end of table 

















22,039 
14,616 
13,747 
869 
5.9 


10,169 
6,450 
6,061 

389 
6.0 
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MOUSEHOLD DATA 
Table A-13. Employment status of the civilian population for eleven large States—Continued 


(Numbers in thousands) 


State and employment status 


Pennsyivania 


Civilian noninstitutional population 
Civilian labor force 


Texas 


Civilian noninstitutonal population 
Civilian labor force 





Not seasonally adjusted 
1989 1990 1990 


9,398 
5,911 


5,563 


‘347 
5.9 


12,432 | 


8,524 
7,941 
583 
6.8 


9,376 
5,910 


5,598 | 


‘312 | 
53 


12,276 
8,450 
7,854 | 
596 
7.1 | 





These are the official Bureau of Labor Statistics’ estimates used in the identical numbers appear in the unadjusted and the seasonally adjusted 
administration of Federal fund allocation programs. columns. 
* The population figures are not adjusted for seasonal variation; therefore, 











